
 

 
Mayor Robert Bria 
Norwood Payneham & St Peters 
Adelaide SA 
Via email: rbria@electedmembers.npsp.sa.gov.au 
 
9th May, 2012 
 
 
Dear Mayor Bria, 
 
Re Davis Road proposed Masters development by Hydrox Ltd 
 
I write to recommend that the council sponsor and organise a community 
meeting/review of the proposed development referred to above.  The meeting would 
be addressed by Council, Hydrox and a representative of objectors and the details of 
the final development plans would be outlined and discussed, as would the ability and 
process as to how the community could object or have their views known by Council 
and Hydrox to these new plans. 
 
The reasons for this recommendation are as follows: 
 
1.  It has been some months since residents were informed of the proposed 
development and before any Panel hearing they will benefit from an update about 
their current rights. 
 
2.  It is our understanding that the developer is amending plans of the project in 
response to Council and community concerns and that these changes to the project 
should trigger a re-advertising of the development so all the community may be 
properly informed not only of the changes, but their ability to participate in the 
planning process.  Despite Council receiving numerous objections and a petition 
which gathered much local community support objecting to the proposed 
development, many local residents did not have sufficient facts about the 
development nor the understanding of what to do about any objections they might 
have. 
 
3.  CIRR conducted research by written survey and face to face interviews in and 
around the closest 200 residences to the development in your Council area in 
September 2011 and the results on two key questions were overwhelming: of the 20% 
who responded to the survey in writing and/or email and verbally in the face to face 
interviews (a statistically significant number) 95% did not know if they could object 
and if they wanted to, how they could object to the proposed development. 
 
4.  There was much else revealing community concerns in the survey about the 
perceived effects of the development etc, and these issues would be aired if the  
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Council initiates the meeting proposed by this email and ensures a thorough 
community review is facilitated and a fair planning process is conducted.  It can be 
expected that a number of residents will attempt to sell up their homes if this 
development proceeds in the current state. 
 
5.  That Hydrox distributed two letters last year regarding the proposed development 
was commendable, but the contents did not address all the issues which the 
community is concerned about (according to the CIRR survey results) and do not 
address the proposed changes (if any) to a re-vamped development application. 
 
6.  The scope of the development would seem so important to the local community 
that any changes should be examined in detail at a meeting with written material in 
support. 
 
7.  We also recommend that local politicians be invited (both Commonwealth and 
State) and one be the meeting “mediator” or “convenor” so as to neutralise any 
concerns the residents may have about Council management of the meeting and 
participation on the deciding Panel.  To this end, you might find Federal Sen 
Xenophon as a suitable local choice for the role of convenor.  CIRR has had no 
contact with him on this issue and, of course, he may not wish to be involved, or have 
the time: however, he would be a good independent choice for the task. 
 
If you would like to discuss any of the matters raised above please do not hesitate to 
contact me at rob@cirr.com.au or 0415 250 430 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
CIRR 
 
Please note:  CIRR undertook an independent survey in 2011 of residents close to the 
proposed development for the purposes of defining community attitudes to market 
growth and market dominance of Woolworth/Wesfarmers retailing arms as well as 
local retail issues relevant to this proposed project and the Glynde Corner.  CIRR is 
an advocacy and research group promoting independent retail in Australia.  You may 
have received two of CIRR’s DVDs in the past and further details can be found at 
www.cirr.com.au.  You can also follow CIRR on Twitter. 
 


